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A STATEMENT BY PRESIDENT MCINTYRE 


A chain is no stronger than its weakest link, neither will 
the Institute of Traffic Engineers be any stronger than its indi- 
vidual members make ite Your officers and Directors in times 

past have given much time to the work of the Institute and are 
willing to continue to do so but the real progress which can be 
made in the science of traffic engineering and by you individually 
through your professional society will come only if you as an 
individual member contribute according to your real ability and 
spirit. 


This is a members' year. Your Institute will be as you 
wish it and as you make it. You can: 


1. Serve actively on the various committees to which you 
have been appointed. 

2- Contribute frequently news items of current interest to 
Paul Green, Chairman of the Publications Committee. 

Se Write Mre Le Ee Peabody, Chaimaan of the Research 
Comittee, at once, your suggestions for work of his 
committee. 

4. Interest your eligible friends in membership in the 
Institute. 

5e Contribute from your store of experience and knowledge 
a paper, whether long or short, but contribute it now. 

If traffic engineering is to demonstrate its worth it 
will be because you, the leading experts in this field, 
actually produce papers which demonstrate the importance 
of this science not only to other engineers engaged in 
kindred fields but also to persons in a position to afford 
the Traffic Imgineer an opportunity to demonstrate what 
science applied to the traffic problem can do. Don't wait 
to be approached by the Chairman of the Annual Program 

Committee, Mr. Klapproth. Get busy now. Many more papers 

can be used than have ordinarily been presented and new 

faces are needed. 


| 
‘4 
4 
¥ 
| 
| 
V NO. 10 
4 
| 
q 
7 
aa 
q 
4 
ry 


I repeat that I should like this to be a "members' year". 
Will you make it so? 


INSTITUTE HOLDS INFORMAL DINNER IN NEW YORK, CITY 


An informal dinner was given by the Institute of Traffic 
Engineers at the Pennsylvania Hotel, New York City, Wednesday 
evening, March 6, during the Sixth Annual Greater New York 
Safety Conference, to which all members of the Institute attending 
the Conference were invited, as well as others interested in 
traffic problems. Twenty-four members and guests were presente 
Although there was no formal program those present indulged ina 
discussion of a widely varied munber of subjects until late in 
the evening when the meeting adjourned to sit in on the remainder 
of the demonstration session held in connection with the Con- 
ference at which He. Freeman Barnes of the General Electric 
Company, Nela Park, Cleveland, Ohio, spoke on the subject "Seeing 
and its Relationship to Safety." 


The Institute of Traffic Engineers was one of the co- 
operating organizations sponsoring the Conferencee The Con- 
ference's General Chairman was Vi. Graham Cole, Member, IeTe%., 
and Hawley S. Simpson, Secretary, IeTe%., was Vice-Chairman of 
the Program Committeee Members of the Institute speaking before 
the Highway Safety Sessions of the Conference were Arnold He Vey 
and E. We James. Burton ive Marsh was scheduled to speak but was 
unable to attend. Copies of any of the papers presented at the 
Conference may be obtained on application to Julien H. Harvey, 
Care of National Safety Council, 9 East 4lst Street, New York 
City, for two cents per paper. 


PITTSBURGH MOTOR CLUB APPOINTS MCINTYRE 


Appointment of Louis McIntyre as “xecutive Vice~ 
President of the Pittsburgh Motor Club has been announced by the 
President, Dre Thomas Me Heard, Jr. 


Mr. McIntyre served as Traffic Sngineer and head of the 
Bureau of Traffic Planning of Pittsburgh from 1930 wmtil October 
15, 1934. 


For the last two years, Mre McIntyre has served as Vice= 
Chairman of the Street and Highway Traffic Section of the 
National Safety Council, and also as a member of sevoral section 
committees. He is Chairman of the National Safety Board of the 
American Motorists! Association, member of the National Conference 
on Street and Highnvay Safety, President of the Institute of 
Traffic Engineers, and member of various national engineering 
associations. 
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When Pittsburgh installed its modern traffic signal 
system, he was employed as consulting engineer to supervise the 
work. He was active in the establishment of the Pittsburgh 
Better Traffic Committee and has been closely identified with 
Pittsburgh traffic activities of the last decade. While he was 
Traffic Engineer, Pittsburgh won first place in the big-city 
group in the 1932 National Traffic Safety Contest. 


An ambitious program for the Pittsburgh Motor Club has 
been started under Mr. McIntyre's direction. The Club has 
established headquarters in the Chamber of Commerce Building and 
the staff has been re-organized. Norman Le Park, Director of 
Safety for the Club, has been named Manager of the Touring 
Service and will continue his other duties. 


ARTICLES OF PARTICULAR INTEREST 


In the January 17 issue of Engineering News Record appear 
three articles which should be of particular interest to traffic 
engineers: 


"Traffic Surveys,” by Miller McClintock 
"Highway Rerouting,” by C. We. Purcell 
"Highway Safety," by E. We James 


Mre McClintock, director of the Harvard Bureau for Street 
Traffic Research, is a nationally recognized authority on motor 
vehicle traffic. Mr. Purcell, State Highway Engineer of 
California, has enjoyed a long and varied experience in highway 
planning, economics and constructione Mre James, Chief of the 
Division of Higmway Transport, U. S. Bureau of Public Roads, has 


for a number of years directed the large scale traffic surveys of 


State highways systems conducted by the Bureau. 


The articles written by these men are well worth the 
attention and study of anyone interested in traffic surveys and 
highway economics. They have been briefly summarized in the 
accompanying "Traffic Digest,” but it is impossible in any brief 
resume to do justice to the complete article, and members of the 
Institute are urged to read the articles in their original form. 


NON-ILLUMINATED VS. ILLUMINATED STOP SIGNS 


Mre E. Be Lefferts, Member IeTeE., and Manager of the 
Safety Department, Automobile Club of Southern California, has 
made inquiry concerning the relative effectiveness at night of 
ordinary STOP signs, signs equipped with reflector buttons, and 
illuminated signse Specifically he requests the results of 
tests showing the degree of observance of non-illuminated signs, 
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reflector signs, and illuminated signs; and also the results of 
any studies of accidents which indicate the effect of illuminated 
signs upon the accident ratee 


The superiority of reflectorized and illuminated STOP 
signs over non-illuminated signs appears to be generally accepted 
among traffic engineers, and the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control 
Devices for Streets and Highways states that, "All STOP, slow 
type and reilroad advance warning signs shall be illuminated at 
night so as to be visible from all distances up to 350 feet." 


However, there is a surprising lack of factual information 
which defiritely indicates the superiority of illuminated signs. 
The results of studies which have appeared in print are not con- 
clusivee An analysis by Mr. Farl Reader of data collected in 
FERA traffic surveys of Elgin, Illinois and Canton, Ohio shows 
no appreciable difference in the observance of STOP signs with 
or without reflector buttons. Likewise, a study in Pittsburgh 
fails to indicate much difference in the observance of the 
several types of signs. 


We feel that Mre Lefferts has raised a timely question, 
end one worth the attention of the membership. The editor would 
be glad to publish discussions of the subject and would welcome 
the results of studies by members. 


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


BRUCE DOUGLAS GREENSHIELDS: Professor of Engineering 
Science, Venison University, Granville, Ohio, and Research 
engineer, Traffic Bureau, Ohio State Highway Department. Prof. 
Creenshields is 42 years old, and a graduate of Oklahoma 
University, BeS. in Civil Engineering in 1920, and CeF. in 1927. 
In 1951 he secured an M.S. in Civil Engineering and in 1933 a 
Ph.De in Civil “ngineering from the University of Michigane He 
is an associate member of the American Society of Civil Engineers, 
and a member of the Central Ohio Society of Professional 
Sngineers and the Society for the Promotion of Engineering 
Education. Since 1923 he has engaged in teaching: Instructor 
in Varquette 'miversity; Assistant Professor, Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute; Acting Professor end Professor of Civil Engineering, 
Denison University. He has conducted a number of engineering 


research projects and perfected a photographic method for studying 
treffic.e 
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